MINUTES
DUKES COUNTY COMMISSION
Wednesday, April 27, 2005
5 p.m.

Administration Building

Call to order
Chairman John S. Alley called the meeting to order. A quorum was present. In addition to Mr. Alley, the following Commissioners were in attendance: Vice Chairman Robert M. Sawyer, Leonard Jason Jr., Leslie H. Leland, Paul A. Strauss, and Roger W.  Wey. Commissioner Nelson W. Smith was absent. Other county officials in attendance included County Manager E. Winn Davis, Sheriff Michael A. McCormack, and Treasurer Noreen Mavro Flanders.
Adoption of Minutes 

Mr. Leland made a motion, seconded by Mr. Wey, to adopt the minutes of the April 13 meeting, amended  with the misspelling of Mr. Davis’ name corrected. Unanimous in favor.
County Manager’s Report
Mr. Davis mentioned a certificate of appreciation the County received from Martha’s Vineyard Regional High School for participating in a mentoring program. A student worked in the County’s Natural Resources Department.
The County Manager also spoke about the annual $1.2 million housing grant that was once received by the County and later by Oak Bluffs. In the future the County will support the grant to lend a regional focus to the program.

Chairman’s Report 
None from Chairman Alley.
Subcommittee Reports

None.
OLD BUSINESS
Commissioner Leland referred to the recent RFPs for County general counsel and labor counsel. He said he thinks general counsel Marcia Cini has done a good job in the past, and he suggested voting for her at the meeting. Mr. Davis said Commissioner Smith wanted to be there for the vote, and since he was absent, the vote should be delayed.

Mr. Sawyer said an RFP should let prospective candidates know what there is a strong in-house candidate. Chairman Alley said the Commission should follow through with the RFPs and the interviews of candidates to have a full and fair process. Mr. Strauss thought it was inappropriate for one Commissioner to be lobbying others with e-mail.

In another matter of old business, Associate Commissioner for Elderly Affairs Frank Honey gave an update on the Elderly Services Forum scheduled for May 10 at the Tisbury Senior Center. Honey said he has received tremendous interest and cooperation from state and local agencies.
Dr. Ilene Klein, Associate Commissioner for Health Care Access, brought  forth several items. She referred to the fact that the Network Development Planning Grant that had been sought from the federal government failed to win approval, mostly because of heavy competition for limited funds.  Klein said Martha’s Vineyard Hospital has offered to put up a stake to fund the effort, and the Primary Care Working Group of the Dukes County Health Council will send letters to agencies, asking for financial support for the effort.

Klein said it was hoped that the county would be involved as a “fair broker,” and would hold the money without charging much overhead.  Klein said the idea would be to hire an off-island consultant to determine ways the island agencies could cooperate better.

Also under old business, the subject of county facilities paying rent to the Airport Commission was discussed at length.
The Sheriff and others suggested exemptions for County buildings, particularly public safety buildings such as the Communications Center.

Commissioner Sawyer said that for many years, the airport ran at a deficit, and the County paid the deficit. He suggested a meeting with FAA officials to formalize such exemptions.
Commissioner Leland noted that businesses in the airport park have a profit motive and can pay rent – not so with the Communications Center. He said it’s a defeatist notion that County buildings should have to pay rent.

Mr. Davis said he formerly met with U.S. Rep. Bill Delahunt and members of the FAA, but got nowhere on the issue of rents.
EXECUTIVE SESSSION
Commissioners voted for an Executive Session to discuss  existing litigation, with no return to public session. The roll call vote was unanimous.
The public meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
_______________________________
Joseph E. Sollitto, Jr., Clerk of the Courts
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